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LIAS / Archives and Special Collections Fellowship 2026–27
This Fellowship is a collaboration between LIAS and Library and Learning Services. It supports University of Leicester academic colleagues to use Archives and Special Collections to create interdisciplinary connections and develop collaborative research.
Fellowship aims and support
Engagement with Archives and/or Special Collections
Ongoing support from the Archives and Special Collections team, including a meeting and an informal mid-point check-in to discuss progress and any support needed
New interdisciplinary connections and collaborative research
An academic event focused on the collections
An article for the LIAS Open Access Working Paper Series
A foundation for a substantive publication, grant application or knowledge-exchange activity
Up to £1,000 for related event activity, specialist support and office space at 128 Regent Road
Collections and preliminary discussion
Relevant holdings include literary collections, the East Midlands Oral History Archive, medical humanities, scientific and mathematical collections, local history, and the University and Students’ Union Archives. Access restrictions may apply. Applicants are required to contact specialcollections@le.ac.uk before applying for an informal discussion about the collection(s) they wish to access.
Application process and key dates
	Application deadline: 30 November 2026
All Fellowship activity, expenditure and reporting must be completed by 15 July 2027. Funds cannot be carried forward.





About Archives and Special Collections at Leicester
[bookmark: _Hlk170309026]The University of Leicester’s Archives and Special Collections include rare books, medieval manuscripts, archives of the University of Leicester, literary collections, and the East Midlands Oral History Archive. The collections offer wide-ranging opportunities for collections-based interdisciplinary research. 
Literary collections
We collect the literary archives of writers associated with Leicester and Leicestershire. These include the papers of the ground-breaking 1960s playwright Joe Orton, and of Sue Townsend, a bestselling British writer of the 1980s. Other collections include the papers of David Campton, Kevin Laffan, and Leicester writer Chris Chalis’s correspondence with key figures from the Beat Generation. 
Literary Archives: https://le.ac.uk/library/special-collections/explore/literary-archives
East Midlands Oral History Archive
The East Midlands Oral History Archive is a joint project to conserve and develop oral history resources in the East Midlands. Collections cover most areas of 20th century social history, with a focus on Leicester and Leicestershire. Topics covered include health and disability, migration, industrial history, sport and Leicester, rural life, and the natural world.
East Midlands Oral History Archive: https://le.ac.uk/emoha
Medical humanities
The University has enjoyed a close relationship with the Leicester Medical Society throughout our history. The Society began life as a circulating library for local medics, developing into one of the earliest provincial medical societies in England. Among the society’s library are books originally purchased to ensure that local physicians had access to the latest medical texts. The book collection is complemented by the Society’s archives, which contain its administrative and financial records. Other medical holdings include papers and photographs of C. J. Bond, surgeon, and Joan Walker, founder of the Leicester Diabetes Clinic. 
Leicester Medical Society archive catalogue: https://archives.le.ac.uk/calmview/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=00299
Scientific and mathematical collections
Founded in the 19th century, the Mathematical Association was the first teachers’ subject association formed in England. Now comprising nearly 11,000 books, 400 periodicals, and a unique collection of manuscript exercise books, the Association’s library is held by the University. The collection contains rich holdings of Euclid editions, dating from the 16th century onwards. Other highlights include C. F. Gauss Disquisitiones arithmeticae (1801); the collected works of Apollonius, Johann Bernoulli, Fermat, Laplace, Pascal and Wallis; and the largely complete works of Babbage, De Morgan, Hutton, Lacroix, Lagrange and Newton. The John Hersee Collection of mathematical exercise books is one of the largest of its type. 
Mathematical Association Library https://le.ac.uk/library/special-collections/explore/mathematical-association-library 
Other scientific collections include books relating to the history of physics and astronomy and archives of the Norman Lockyer Observatory in Devon. 
Local history collections
The Library holds one of the largest specialist collections in the country, containing over 40,000 volumes of published primary and secondary sources supported by a comprehensive collection of periodicals. In addition to an extensive print collection, we hold the papers of historians associated with the Centre for Regional and Local History, including W. G. Hoskins, and the Leicester Mercury newspaper archive. 
Regional and local history: https://le.ac.uk/library/special-collections/explore/english-local-history
Leicester Mercury Archive: https://le.ac.uk/library/special-collections/explore/leicester-mercury-archive 
University and Students’ Union Archives
The University of Leicester was founded in 1921 as Leicestershire and Rutland University College, by a committee of local residents who wanted it to stand as a memorial to those who had served in the First World War. The University Archives date back to this period, and are complemented by the archives and publications of our Students’ Union. The records of Vaughan College, originally the Working Men’s Institute, are also part of the University Archive. 
University of Leicester Archives: https://le.ac.uk/library/special-collections/explore/university-archives 















LIAS / Archives and Special Collections Fellowship 2026–27
Application form
Please complete this form and submit it to lias@le.ac.uk by 30 November 2026.
	Applicant information

	Project title:

Lead applicant:

School / College:

Core members and career stages:

Collections to be consulted:




Case for support
1. Vision
Outline the project vision, ambition, aims and objectives. Maximum 300 words.
	


2. Use of the collections
Explain which collections will be used and how they are integral to the proposed activity. Maximum 300 words.
	


3. Interdisciplinary approach and novelty
Describe the interdisciplinary approach and what is new about the proposed work. Maximum 300 words.
	


4. Intended academic event
Outline the event theme, format, contributors and audience. Maximum 150 words.
	


5. Outputs and follow-on activity
Outline expected outputs, outcomes and future plans. Maximum 150 words.
	


6. Budget
Please complete the table below and add lines if required. The maximum award is £1,000.
	Item
	Cost
	Justification

	
	£
	

	
	£
	

	
	£
	

	Total requested
	£
	


7. Match funding
Give details where applicable. Match funding is not an assessment criterion.
	


Confirmations
☐ I have discussed the proposal with Archives and Special Collections and an appropriate School representative.
☐ All activity, expenditure and reporting will be completed by 15 July 2027.
☐ I understand the rules on carry-forward, overspend and expenditure after the award end date.
☐ I agree to provide a short report.
Head of School or School
	Name
	

	School and institution
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	


Submission
Completed applications should be submitted to lias@le.ac.uk by 30 November 2026.
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