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LIASing: Pioneering Partnerships 2026–27
The LIASing Pioneering Partnerships scheme supports the development of ambitious, challenge-led and interdisciplinary collaborations, creating opportunities for wider participation and follow-on activity. There are no thematic priorities for this call.
The overarching aim is to provide a platform for colleagues from across the University of Leicester and beyond to explore collaborative approaches to key contemporary challenges and build sustainable interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral research communities.
Alignment with the UKRI funding landscape
The scheme supports partnerships and early-stage activity that can progress towards external funding. Applicants should identify a credible route to follow-on external funding or other substantial research activity; a specific UKRI call is not required.
Funding and priorities
Applicants may apply for up to £2,000. All activity, expenditure and reporting must be completed by 15 July 2027.
Collaboration involving two or more disciplines, normally extending across School, College or sectoral boundaries
A mixture of career stages
New or strengthened interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral partnerships
A positive and inclusive approach to research culture
A credible pathway to external funding, outputs, knowledge exchange or impact
Eligible costs and scope
Partnership-development meetings and workshops
Travel and subsistence for University of Leicester colleagues
Co-produced research with non-academic partners
Creative or performance activities
Facilitation, venue and catering costs
Modest consumables directly required for the activity
The scheme is not intended to support
Tuition fees or studentships
Travel costs for academics employed by other universities
External conference attendance or conference travel
Salary, research assistant, internship, temporary staffing or Unitemps costs
Equipment purchases
Retrospective expenditure

Application process and key dates
	Application deadline: 30 November 2026
All activity, expenditure and reporting must be completed by 15 July 2027. Funds cannot be carried forward.




LIASing: Pioneering Partnerships 2026–27
Application form
Please complete this form and submit it to lias@le.ac.uk by 30 November 2026.
	Applicant information

	Project title:

Lead applicant(s):

Core members and career stages:

External or non-academic partners:




Case for support
1. Vision
Outline the partnership vision, aims and objectives, and the contemporary challenge or opportunity it will address. Maximum 300 words.
	


2. Contribution to a positive and inclusive research culture
Explain how the partnership will support an inclusive, collaborative and positive research culture. Maximum 300 words.
	


3. Interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral approach
Describe the interdisciplinary approach and the contribution of each discipline or partner. Maximum 300 words.
	


4. Pathway to follow-on funding or other substantial activity
Explain the pathway to external funding or other substantial follow-on activity. Maximum 200 words.
	


5. Outputs, outcomes and milestones
Outline expected outputs, outcomes and milestones. Maximum 150 words.
	


6. Budget
Please complete the table below and add lines if required. The maximum award is £2,000.
	Item
	Cost
	Justification

	
	£
	

	
	£
	

	
	£
	

	Total requested
	£
	


7. Match funding
Match funding is welcomed but is not an assessment criterion. Give details where applicable.
	


Confirmations
☐ I have discussed this application with an appropriate Director of Research, Head of School or equivalent.
☐ All activity, expenditure and reporting will be completed by 15 July 2027.
☐ I understand the rules on carry-forward, overspend and expenditure after the award end date.
☐ I agree to provide a short report on the activity, outcomes and follow-on plans.
Head of School or School
	Name
	

	School and institution
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	


Submission
Completed applications should be submitted to lias@le.ac.uk by 30 November 2026.
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