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LIASion: Curiosity Pump-Priming Fund 2026–27
Rolling call | Awards of up to £500
The LIASion: Curiosity Pump-Priming Fund supports activities that foster new and untested interdisciplinary research ideas and collaborations. The fund brings together elements of the former LIAS Seed Corn Fund and LIAiSons Workshop Fund, providing opportunities for colleagues to explore emerging research ideas, undertake preliminary work, bring people together to establish potential collaborations, or develop and reshape ideas for future external funding applications.
Funded activities should lead to clearly defined outcomes, such as scoping the potential for future research or partnership working, establishing a new interdisciplinary collaboration, developing plans for publications or other research outputs, or preparing an external funding application led by the University of Leicester.
The fund also reflects UKRI’s emphasis on curiosity-driven and foundational research by supporting researchers to test and develop early-stage ideas that have the potential to progress towards future research activity and external funding opportunities.
Eligibility and scope
Applications must be led by a University of Leicester member of staff. All activity, expenditure and reporting must be completed by 15 July 2027.
Scoping work, preliminary data collection or analysis, and proof-of-concept activity
Meetings with partners or potential collaborators
Interdisciplinary workshops, sandpits and facilitated discussions
Stakeholder engagement
Venue, catering and facilitation costs
Eligible travel to develop cross-institutional collaborations
Activity supporting external grant development
The fund is not intended to support
Tuition fees or studentships
Conference attendance or registration fees
Salary, research assistant, internship or temporary staffing costs
Major equipment purchases
Retrospective expenditure
Activity after the award end date
Application process and key dates
	Applications are accepted on a rolling basis, subject to funding.
All activity, expenditure and reporting must be completed by 15 July 2027. Funds cannot be carried forward.




LIASion: Curiosity Pump-Priming Fund 2026–27
Application form
Please complete this form and submit it to lias@le.ac.uk.
	Applicant information

	Project title:

Lead applicant(s):

Core members, affiliations and career stages:




Case for support
1. Vision
Outline the ambition, aims and curiosity-driven idea or opportunity. Maximum 200 words.
	


2. Interdisciplinary approach and novelty
Describe the interdisciplinary approach and what is new or untested. Maximum 200 words.
	


3. Pathway to outputs, outcomes and follow-on activity
Outline expected outcomes, milestones and potential follow-on activity. Maximum 150 words.
	


4. Collaboration
Explain how the activity will create or strengthen collaboration. Maximum 150 words.
	


5. Budget
Please complete the table below and add lines if required. The maximum award is £500.
	Item
	Cost
	Justification

	
	£
	

	
	£
	

	
	£
	

	Total requested
	£
	


6. Match funding
Give details where applicable. Match funding is not an assessment criterion.
	


Confirmations
☐ I have discussed this application with an appropriate Director of Research, Head of School or equivalent.
☐ All activity, expenditure and reporting will be completed by 15 July 2027.
☐ I understand the rules on carry-forward, overspend and expenditure after the award end date.
☐ I agree to submit a short report.
Head of School or School
	Name
	

	School and institution
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	


Submission
Completed applications should be submitted to lias@le.ac.uk.
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