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Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Scheme 2026–27
The University’s history is inextricably linked with the city of Leicester and the surrounding region. Reflecting these roots and the University’s civic mission, LIAS seeks to initiate, celebrate and strengthen relationships with people and organisations beyond the academy. The Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland (LLR) scheme builds on the former Into the City and Civic Partnership schemes.
The LLR scheme supports the development of co-created interdisciplinary partnerships with collaborators in one or more of Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. Projects must be led by a University of Leicester colleague. Collaborators from De Montfort University and/or Loughborough University are also welcome, where appropriate.
We are particularly keen to support projects with a strong and innovative public engagement or impact focus. Applicants must also demonstrate how their proposed activity will contribute to a positive and inclusive research culture.
Funding and priorities
Applicants may apply for up to £1,000. Priority will be given to innovative public engagement and impact activity that contributes to a positive and inclusive research culture. All activity, expenditure and reporting must be completed by 15 July 2027.
Eligible costs and scope
Meetings and workshops
Travel and subsistence for eligible project activity
Outreach, patient involvement, citizen science and participatory research
Community engagement, lifelong learning, creative or performance activities
Eligible involvement of collaborators from De Montfort University and/or Loughborough University
The scheme is not intended to support
Tuition fees or studentships
External conference attendance and travel
Salary, research assistance or Unitemps costs
Major equipment purchases
Retrospective expenditure
Application process and key dates
	Application deadline: 30 November 2026
All activity, expenditure and reporting must be completed by 15 July 2027. Funds cannot be carried forward.




Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Scheme 2026–27
Application form
Please complete this form and submit it to lias@le.ac.uk by 30 November 2026.
	Applicant information

	Project title:

Lead applicant(s):

Core members and career stages:

External and community partners:




Case for support
1. Vision
Outline the project vision, ambition, aims and objectives. Maximum 300 words.
	


2. External collaboration and co-creation
Explain how external collaborators will contribute to and benefit from the activity. Maximum 300 words.
	


3. Interdisciplinary approach
Describe the interdisciplinary approach and contribution of each discipline. Maximum 300 words.
	


4. Research culture and regional benefit
Explain the contribution to a positive and inclusive research culture and to one or more of Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. Maximum 200 words.
	


5. Outputs, outcomes and milestones
Outline expected outputs, outcomes and milestones. Maximum 150 words.
	


6. Budget
Please complete the table below and add lines if required. The maximum award is £1,000.
	Item
	Cost
	Justification

	
	£
	

	
	£
	

	
	£
	

	Total requested
	£
	


7. Match funding
Give details where applicable. Match funding is not an assessment criterion.
	


Confirmations
☐ I have discussed this application with an appropriate Director of Research, Head of School or equivalent.
☐ All activity, expenditure and reporting will be completed by 15 July 2027.
☐ I understand the rules on carry-forward, overspend and expenditure after the award end date.
☐ I agree to provide a short report.
Head of School or School
	Name
	

	School and institution
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	


Submission
Completed applications should be submitted to lias@le.ac.uk by 30 November 2026.
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